Instructor Intervention

» Before students begin the lesson, review these methods for convert-
ing a fraction to a decimal equivalent:
(a) rewriting the fraction with a denominator that is a power of 10
(b) using long division to divide the numerator by the denominator
(c) using a calculator to divide the numerator by the denominator

Make sure students understand why dividing the numerator by the
denominator gives you the decimal equivalent for a fraction. For

example, to convert g to a decimal, you divide both the numerator

and the denominator by 8, since doing so will give you a denomina-

tor of 1.
3.8_0375_
—8, 5= 1 0.375

« Students will discover that some fractions convert to repeating decimals.

Emphasize that these numbers can still be compared or ordered, even
when all the digits are not visible in the calculator display.

* Make sure students can explain the rules they use to compare frac-
tions with the same numerator or denominator.

* From time to time, students will be offered a choice of methods for
solving a problem. You may wish to ask students to complete each
problem in all the possible ways.

e The Examples show how to use a lowest common denominator
(LCD) to compare fractions. To make sure students have the pre-
requisite skills, ask:

(2) What is a lowest common denominator?

(b) How do you find the LCD for two fractions?

(c) Once you know the LCD, how do you rewrite each fraction with
this denominator?
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Lesson Components

%_' Examples

Comparing Pairs of
Numbers (2)

Ordering Numbers (2)

What’s the Fraction? (1)

E] Practice and Problems

Comparing Decimals
Comparing Fractions
Number Lines
What’s the Fraction?
Ordering Numbers

Extra Practice

Comparing Pairs of Numbers
Ordering Numbers
What’s the Fraction?

[&d| Self-Check

Comparing Pairs of
Numbers (3)

Ordering Numbers (3)

What'’s the Fraction? (3)

Minimum score: 6 out of 9

Ordering Numbers
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