
Eva l u at i o n

• Have students create a set of

ten multiplication pro b l e m s

similar to examples from the

Student Wo r k b o o kand then

solve the problems and

re c o rd the solutions on

another sheet of paper.

Students can trade pro b l e m s

with partners, write solu-

tions, and then meet to 

c o m p a re their appro a c h e s .

They should see that it’s 

possible to vary the order in

which a problem is solved, as

well as the approach used. 

• Listen as students verbalize

their thinking pro c e s s e s

when they encounter 

p roblems involving exponent

laws. Can they explain the

p roblem? Can they plan and

apply an approach to finding

a solution? Can they explain

how to solve each pro b l e m

without applying an 

exponent law?

• Observe students as they

apply exponent laws to solve

problems. Do they realize

that these laws are to be

applied only when powers

are multiplied, not when they

are added or subtracted? Do

they quickly see which law

applies in each problem? Do

they add exponents when

they should multiply or mul-

tiply when they should add?

Do they recognize that an

exponent only applies to the

number immediately to its

left, and not to a negative

sign unless it is bracketed

with the number? 

Re m e d i at i o n

• Review the vocabulary out-

lined in Key Terms at the

beginning of this lesson.

Some students may need to

review other terms such as

common bases, squared,

cubed, and substitution.

• Use a chart similar to the one

presented in the Tutorial to

help students to recall the

exponent laws for products

and powers. Reinforce that 34

is different from 43 by writing

each in expanded form.

• Emphasize that powers are

shorthand for multiplication.

Exponent laws make it easy

to solve problems in fewer

steps, but it is still possible to

solve problems without them.
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